New antileukemic agents.
Despite the tremendous progress in the treatment of childhood leukemias over the last 50 years, certain subgroups of children continue to have poor prognosis. Hence, there is a need for development of new antileukemic agents. In this review, the authors describe results of clinical trials of several new antileukemic compounds with different mechanisms of action (signal transduction inhibitors, nucleoside analogs, DNA hypomethylators, angiogenesis inhibitors, and monoclonal antibodies). Although most of these compounds are not used in pediatric leukemias, the concepts surrounding their clinical development are important to all pediatric hematologists/oncologists.